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Report on the Lenso Militery Sector, fighting Dolo Dettelion
Unit, United Stetes irmy Forces in the Philippines

1, The following report conceins the overell commznd of the
Leneo Militery Sector, Fizhting Jolo Battclion Unit, United Stetes
Army Forces in the Philippines, consisting; of epproximetely 12€
dif‘"crent units, £ perticl list of tho lerger units are listed
in peregreph 3 belowe The Leneo Hilitzry Soctar, TFighting Dolo
J&ttullon Unit, (LIS, FLOU, USLFIP), is clso known es the “Fight-
ing Blade Veepons Division® and the "Fighting Blood Yeepon Divi-
sion". & physi investigetion of the unitiin the ficld wes not
nade nor considersd necesscry or desireble, but the commending
officer end other porsons having pertinent lknowledge of the unit's
cetivitios were conteeted eithor personelly or by corrcspondences
The stctonents of those contected, cnd & complete study of the
records of thc unit, cro reflocted in the findings.

2+ & fow of the subordinstc units of the Fighting Blede
Tioepons Division heve beon previously end scperctely not fevor-
gbly considered for rccognition by this hocdguerters. It wes
considored st thet time that those units verc only indcpondent
"Bolo Units"s then this overcll conmend wes studicd, thosc units
were included for rcconsiderction. This report will support the
provious discussion of those subordinate units of the Fighting
Blede lecpons Division, cnd et the szme time tele into considerc-
tion the overcll commcnd and other subordinste units of theot
comnend, now pending under reguest for recognition.

3. The following is ¢ perticl list of subordinctc units
comprising tho Lenzo Militery Soctor, Fighting Bolo Battelion
Unit, United Ststes army Forces in the Philippiness

First Cocstal Rogimeont

Third Cocstcl Regiment

Forth Cocstcl Reginent

First Boloc Reziment

Second Desck Rogimont

Third Dasck Rogiment

First Uncyan Reginont

First Sepzrate Roginment

liestorn Lenco Troop HMovonment
Uplend Infentry Reginent

Western Lenao Seperate Speeicl Dn
Bolo Bettslicns

Separcte Dettelions end Conpenies
Specicl Dottelions end Compenics
Attached Bettrlions and Compenics
Provisioncl Bettzlions
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&s Prior to the errivel of the Jepanese inveding Forfes
on Mindeneo, Brigedier Genercl Guy O, Fort, commending the 8lst
Division, USAFFE, Lenao Militery Scctor, orgenized the "Bolo
Battzlion," for the purpose of &iding the 8lst Division. The
missions of the Bolo Battalion were as follows:

(1) Guarding the beaches in order to give
timely werning in cesc of cnemy lendings.

(2) .‘cting zs Lsbor Bettzlions when so desired.

(3) “wvardiag bridges end rosds.

“arding smmunitions, supplies and other
militery instsllations,

(5) OSuppressing fifth column ectivities.

be The "lLenso Military Sector" was divided into four

units, Ezch unit wes composed of severel groups or compenics,
s meny &s there were municipslities or municipel districts in
the unit, Each group or compeny wes commended by & Senior
Leader, usuelly the Meyor of the municipelity or municipzl dis-
trict, end two other leasders selected from the group or company.
Each Bolo Battalion Unit wes commended by e Unit Commender; tho
four Bolo Battelion Units which comprised the "Lenao Militery
Sector" were commended by Sector Commender, supposedly &an
officer of the USAFFE.

ce On 21 Mey 1942, six deys prior to tho surrcnder of
the 8lst Division, General Fort ordercd Detu Busran Kalaw to
teke commend of the cntire Blade Weepons Forces (Fighting Bolo
Battzlion Units), which were then extended zlong the coast from
Iligen to Csbuzno Barrccks cnd on the Leke=-Shore of Leke Lengo.
On 27 Mgy 1942, thc 8lst Division, USAFFE, surrendered, cnd threce
deys later Datu Busran Kelaw rcorgenized the Bolo Battzlions,
"To this orgsnizztion, everybody was permitted to join-members
of the former Belo Battalions, ox=USAFFE, Civil Government
employces" = Numbrous companies, battezlions end regiments were
orgenized, until z11 the regions of Lenzo, not occupied by the
Japenese were covered, The orgcnization wes partly completed on
31 Zugust 1942, and consisted of epproximetely ten (10) regiments,
several scperzte, spocicl provisional, combet, and ettzched
bettalions end compenies, with z totel strength of approximately
35,000 officers end meone

de The sctivities of the unit consisted primerily in
continuing civil and militery government and the cere cnd
protection of civilians. 4 fow claimed skirmishcs with the
Japencse cre discussed in more deteil in the findings of this
report,
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v c. On or cbout December 1942, Lt Col Hedges, commending
officér of the 108th Division, 10th MD, began to orgenized the
Moros into the Merenzo Militie Forces, (iliF), Deatu Busren Kelew
and epproximetely 8,000 members of the Bolo Battelion Units were
inducted into this unit; and were subsequently recognized s the
Liereneo Militie Force (MIF) of the 108th Division, 10th Militery
District.

fo For further informetion relcting to the elleged
history of the Leneo Militery Scctor, Fighting Bolo Battzlion
Unit, United Stetes 4rmy Forces in the Philippines, sec attzched
unit files.

2. The following persons were interviewed or questioned
by letter end their ststoments ere rofledted in the findings:

Gen Czlixto Duque + o « s « o D C/S, HPA, formelly G/S
8lst Div, US.iFFE

Datu Busren Kelaw o o ¢ o o o CO, LiiS, FBBU, USiFIP

Col W We Fortig o« ¢ o o « » CO, 10th Militery Dist

Zdverd Me Kuder o o o o o o o &0 dmericen educstor in
Leneo

Datu Mengoda o o s o s o o o G=2 of Dolo Battelion

Lt Menigbz 4gusm o o o o o o Momber of unit, leter

Jjoined IIfF, recognized

with 10th KD

louber of unit, but docs

not know position

n nw

Datu langode Meulana o o o

"

; o o0 s 0 o
Detu Derengina Dicmpucn o o
Mejor Fo Me lictcs o o o o

CO, Dicmea Islem Unit

CO, Philippinec Militia

Forces, and lzter recog-

nized with IMF

Federico Selact o o o o o o " L Jlag ARy X

lMejor Gabcl o o o o o o o « o Ix 0 to G4, HP4, formelly
i C/S-G-2, 8lst Div, USFFE

intonio Pece o+ ¢ » o o o « o Recognized Moro with 10th

1D

Hember of Philippine Mili-

tie Forces of lindeneo &

Sulu

£1fredo Quilban ¢ « o o o o

be Records of service were not substzntizted by sufficicnt
scccpteble evidences The Laneo Militery Sector, FBZU, US<FIP, and
its subordinate units, as prosented for recognition, wes not in zny
sense & well-orgenized guerrille unit, Prior to the surrender of
the 8lst Division, USAFFE, the Bolo Battelions were used by Genercl
Fort as "Bolo Units", "Farmer Battclions", and "Lebor Bettalions".
ZLccording to the "Guerrille Resistance lovements in the Philippines",
z collection of monogrephs previously published by the Philippine
Sub-Scction, G-2, Generel Headquerters, Southwest Pecific .res, tho
loros werc under their own leaders, but hed been paid by the US-IFE
prior to the surrender. Dut even if they hed not bocn peid, their
zctivities would not constitute a clein

3
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for guerrille &ctivitics, but rathor would be agc.m for pey &s
lebor bettzlions in eiding the 8lst Division, Letter Order from
Generel Fort to Dstu Kelew, ordering him to teke commend of the
Blede Veepon Forces does not nocesscrily prove that the unit con-
tinued &s & well-orgenized unit., The Guerrille Resistence Movo-
ment in the Philippines (extract &s Incl 1) and letter from Col,
We W, Fertig, (Incl 2) stzte thet when the Jepanese inveding
forces lsnded at Davao the Moro Force dissclved rapidly, and
thet the sctivities cgeinst the cnemy &s clsimed by the Lenco
Militery Sector, after the surrender of the &lst Division were
not the activities of the Blade Wezpon Units, but & genersl end
spontancous uprising of the pcople. The records of the unit,
such ¢s Genercl Orders, S-1 Repcrts, end S-2 Repcrts, consist
primerily of promction pspers of the members of the unit. Pro-
notions were mede periodicelly, Eech month most officers were
promoted to one higher renk,

ce The unit wss not mzinteined setisfactorily in the
field in opposition to the enemy, for prior to 27 ligy 1942 the
8lst Division, US-FIE, domincted the sres end subscquent to Sept
1942 the HMeroneo lilitiz Forces of the 10th Hilitery District,
& recognized guerrille orgenizetion of spproximeztely €,000 former
nembers from the cleiment Bolo Battelions, deminated the ercea.
Resistence activities ageinst the Jopenese during the 3-months
period between thess dctes consisted of cn uprising of the
peonle of Lenzo, &nd not in guerrille sctivity by the LIS, ¥DOU,
US:FIP, The statements of guerrille leeders, =s discussed in
perzgraphs 5i, 5j, 5k, indiczte thet the Dolo Battelions wss not
neinteined efter the surrender of the 8lst Division,

d. sctivities of the unit did not contribute metericlly
to the eventucl defest of the enemy. The "Guerrille Resistence
lovements of the Philippines", brings to the sttenticn that the
Moros were neither a velucble slly nor & dengerous encmy. The
principel clzim for recogniticn by the LS, F2BU, US:FIP, is
based upon two loczl bzttles with the Jepencse in September znd
October 1942 The Diemas Islem Unit, & bittor foo of Kelaw,
under Detu Diempuen, elso cleims credit for thesc engegements, cs
indicated zbove end by incls. 2 cnd 3, written by individuels
having personcl knowledge. Thesc bettles can not be accepted &s
the ectivities of this or eny other orgsnized gucrrillc unit.
The Leneo Militery Sector, FBBU, US<FIP, is therefore cleining
cctivitics which wore exccuted by the initistive of & resentful
end engered tribe, rcther then by their units.

ee 4 definite orgcnizetion wzs not osteblished. Prior
bo 27 Mey 1942, Detu Dusren Kalzw wes an intclligonce egent of
the 8lst Division, USiFFE, end during the lettor months of the
scme yeer he beceme e member of the Merenso Hilitiz Force., Officers
end enlisted men of the Lenso Militery Sector, FEJU, LIS, lived
with their femilies end supported them by means of normel civilien
pursuits throughout the occupstion. Prectically ell of the batta-
lion commenders end renking officers on the roster of
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4His untt wero meyors ‘of the verious tows or held othar politicel
positions during tho Jepenesc occupetion. The members of the unit
who were intervieved, with the exception of the leeders, could not
give their positions within tho verious units end most of them
steted thet thero wes vory little orgenizstion vithin the unit.

f£. idequate rocords werc not meinteined. Honthly resters,
cppointnont end pronotion pepers, detod beck es fer cs 1942, vere
subnitted cs records; bub en exemineticn of those pepers showed
thet most of the monthly rostors wers mede ct ono tine, using
cerbon pepers end locving the detes blenk, so theb the dete could
be pluced in lcter, Furthormors the peper used did not show the
weer aud toer of peper thet hed beon used sinco 1942,

g. Unit did nct show sctisfectorily continuity of ecti-
and orygenizeiion, Coloncl W, ¥ Fortig, comnending the 10th
D, stotes thet this unit did ncthihv to stop the Jrpenose (Sce
Incl 2) edvance znd were Hore hernful then helpful to the USAFFE
WIho Guorrilic Resistenco liovemont in tho Philippinos", supports
this stetement of unsctisfactory continuity of cotivity end orge
zetion by doclering thet the Koro forcos dissolied rapidly eftor
the Jepencso lended in Deveos Tho unit could not show cny con-
clusive supperting evidence which would sustain their cleims of
activity subsequent tc the surrcnder of the 8lst Division.

h, lombers of the unit did not devote their cntiro offort
to militery cetivitiocs in the ficld to the exclusion of normal
civilicn cccupction cnd femily obligctions. The nombors of the
unit helding politicsl positions, such cs meyors, continued to ro-
main in office during the Jepsnesc occupctions i‘he nembers of the
unit who wero common fermers cnd leborors continued thoir normel
pursuits.

i, itteched horcto, cs inclosuro 2, is tho first indorse-
nont, detod 15 Jenucry 1947, from Colonel Wondoll Fertis in enswer
to lotter from this hosdquerters roguosting infornction regerding
the Fighting Dlede Weepons Unite Colonol Fertig, formerly with
Genercl Fort, leter boceme commending officer of the 10th ilitery
Districts In his indorsenent Coloncl Fertis cmphesized thet tho
Dlede Wozpons Unit (lso known es the Lengo Militery Soctor, FADU,
USAFIP) @id nothing to stop the Jep edvenco and contributed no-
thing to the resistence prior to the surrender. He furthor strtos
thet tho period from the surrender to tho orgenizction of the
Merenzo Militic Forces on Docenmber 1942 ves ono of nom-resistence,
oxccpt for tho Tesistence of = group of Moros under Keneleo Men—
delineo, whoso neme is mot included as one of tho lecders of the
Lanco Hilitery Sector, FUBU, USJFIP, whoress ho is recogmized es tho
resinentel comendor of the 127th Roginent, iMiF, 10th MD. Colonel
Fertig further stctos thet the encountor betwoon the Jepensse cnd
the loros wes cccesioned by & gonorsl uprising of the poople end
not by the Slade locpons Units. Col. Fertig rocommonds thet the
Blade Wozpon Units ond essociztod units in tho provinco of Lenco

be not rocomizoeds




Je attached herewith zs inclosure 3,.is z memo to Lt
Col Sheftoe, former Chief of Guerrills iffzirs Brench, from
Edwerd M. Kuder regerding the Bolo Sattezlions under Busrsn Kelew.
(It must be noted thet the "Dieme Islem" unit mentioned in his
report is not & pert of the Leznzo Militery Sector, FBBU, USiFIP)
Mre Kuder wes sn £mericen educestor who hed spent yeers oducsting
the loros befors the wer end who later beceme Directer of Civil
Affeirs for Lenco under Colonel W. We Fortig. This memo indi-
cated thet the Lenso Militery Sector, FEBU, USiFIP, is ¢ ree-
koteering orgenizction, which hzd inducted preacticelly ell of its
members into the unit during the years 1945 cnd 1946, end thot
the lecders have becn collceting foes from the members inducted.
Nre Kudor hes full knowledge of the cetivitios of Lenco, during
the occupstion, end he rccommends thet this unit be refused recog-
nition completely.

ke < lotter "To Whom It Msy Concern", fron Genersl
Calixto Duque formerly Chief of Stzff, 8lst Division, (USAFFE),
and &t present Doputy Chief of Steff, ‘rmy of the Philippincs, wcs
proscntod &s supporting evidence of Kelew's activitics. On inter-
vicwing Generzl Drque, he steted thet ho hed been with the 8lst
Division until the surrender end wss then prisoner of wer in
Mindenso until Jsnuery 1943. He ccknowledges the cppointment of
Datu Busrcn Kelew cs specizl sgont of the G-2 Section 8lst Division,
but he @id not know of cny of Kslaw's cetivities aftor the sur-
render, He further stated thst the Horos of Lenao were very
destructive after the surrender of the 8lst Division, He ssserted
thet the Moros hed smbushed sone of the USAFIE membors of the 8lst
Division while thoy were esccping to tho hills. He rlso claimed
thet there wes no orgsnizstion of the lioro pecople znd thet they
were & grest hindrence to the people of Lanco, cspecially the
Ghristiens, for the loros hed sttacked verious Christion berrios,
had reped csnd killed the inhabitents end hcd looted housess
Genercl Dugue hed hezrd of the defest of the Jecpenesc at Teperen,
but he did not know how it wes accomplishod.

1. in affidavit from Major Dominador Grreis, formelly £C
of 8, G-3, 8lst Infentry Division, USiFiL, wcs formerded es ovidence
of the cxistonce of the Bolo Battelions. Whon interviewed, Mejor
Gareis steted thet he knew nothing of the ictivities of Kclew, or
the Dolo Battclion, after the surrcnder of the 8lst Division.

me 4ttached herewith ss inclosure 4, is ¢ confidenticl
report from Operctive Mumber one, Intellizence Section, MPC, Pi,
Leneo Province, Operctive Number, Lt Henioba sguem, & native of
Lengo cnd former member of the Dolo 3ettclions, lct\.r becane &
menber of the Haranso Militic Force. It is noted, that within the
roport, Lt Azusn brings out the fzet thet efter tln. surronder of
the 8lst Division, meny of the members of the Bolo 3ettclion be-
ceme Collzborctors, infzmous lootors, robbers, bendits, cte., while
others continued their normel pursuits, He further stctes thet
the rostor ond orders submittod to this herdguerters werc ante-
deted, znd thet the czdre of the Bolo 3Bottalion cre members of the
alrcedy recognized izrenco liilitia Forces.
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n. Datu Darangina Diampuam, & non-rocognized guerrilla
leader, who had operated in Lanao, claims that Datu Kalaw had

never had en organized wnit after tho surrendor of the 8lst Divi-
sion, Ho further stated that Kalaw is using the Bolo Battalion

28 & nmonoy-meking prououmon, in tht, ho is charging the mem-
bers for their Diampuan also claims that
e Moo, oF i #oumer Tt Bettiiion intew e wivese s lions
tructive during the Japanese occupation than they were constructives

0. It should be omphasized that the Moros of Lanao were
organized ints the Maranao Militia Forne, with a strength of
approxinately #,000 nenbers. Tho Maranao Militia Force was re-
cognized wi‘h ‘he 10th Military District as part of the 108th
Division. [The dates of recogniticn of the Maranao Militia Force
wore reviesd dack to 16 Sop 1942, Thie recognition and rovi-
sion constitu’es adaqrate and just recognition of military services
the Noros of Zemao to tho wer effort.

p. Mo usefil purpose will bo served by any further invess
tigation of this unit.

Thore are no sndividual mombors worthy of recognition
with the exception of thoso alroady rezognized with the Maranao
Militia Porce. Althovgh scme casualtics are claimod in the rosters,
it i acsumed that theso cacualtios occurred in tho general up-
rising of the people, and not 2 mombors of an orgamized wnit.
Those casuzlties or thoir heirs may continus to submit individual
recuest for casualty recognition.

6. POLITICAL ASPRCTS: Most of the leading figures in the sub-
mitted rosters aro political aspirants, indicating that the unit
may be used to support theso politicians in their attempts to gain
office.

7. RECOMVEIDAT It is recommonded that the Lanao Military
Soctor, Tighting Bolo Battalion Unit, United Statos drmy Forces in
the Philippines, otherwise known as the Fighting Blade Woapons
Divisions be not favorably considered for recognition,

Robst 1 Vi

ROBIRT L. MORTON
Captain, ord

Sec incls filed w/ Team Leader's
Beport in GAD.
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Extract of Guerrills Kesistance Movements in the Philippines

The Moros and the Meranso Militis Force: The kioro pro-
blems on Mindanao havc long been @ source of discontent and
unrest. The Moros are & distinct Mohammedan group and are
found throughout the Sulus, along thc southern coast of Zam~-
boangs, the southern helf of Lanao Province and across Cota-
beto to the Devao Gulf. The Meranao (Lenao) Moros arc per-
haps the bravest, proudest and the most.intelligent of the

Philipnine Moro groups: Marsnao (Lanao), Meguindanao (Cota- *

bato) and the Teo-fugs and Samels (Zamboanga and Sulu). In-
tclligenes, cour d pride, howcver, do not make the Lango
Moro cithcr @ valueble elly or a dengerous cnemy., His intele
ligence is more ncarly sly cunning, going hend in hand with
treachery. The iforo nas little respect for the Christian
Filipino and way always be &ntagonistic towrrds him.

Moro v'llages erc smell, usually built up eround a farm-
ing community, and the irhabitents are usuelly rcleted to
cech other, Whilc cach community is loyal to its own lecader,
the lcaders of these inker-recleted communitics form as asso-
ciation end heve & group lcader, or Datu, to whom all commu-
nity leadcrs erc loyal. For the past forty yecars Moros have
bcen under the control of thc Philipoine Constabulary, but
most of the Moros remcmber thet they were once the absolute
rulers of their srees and were frce to rob end murder groups
less powerful then themselves. With any relexing of police
authority meny of them soon rcturn to their ancient customs
of robbery and murder, with loyalty only to their immediate
lcaders.

To prevent bloodshed between Moros and Christians, no
Moros were allowed to live on the north coast of Lenao and
nonc lived in Bukidnon. During thc chaos following the sur-
rcnder, Moros ceme down the north slopes of the Lanso hills
and begen molesting the Christians. MOLGAN's retaliatory
mcasures werc so violent, however, that the fcelings of the
Moros were aroused morc then ever, and it has been only with
considerable cere that the support and neutrelity of the Mo-
ros was maintained. In the Dinas vicinity of southern Zam-
boanga no Christien dsres set foot now &s a result.

In January 1942, when it became evident that it would
be difficult if not impossible to stem the tide of thec Japa-
nese invesion of the Philippines, Gen. FORT tried to bolster
the Mindanao Force by orgenizing and placing thousends of
Morcs in holding defensive positions along key highways in
the southern part of Mindaneo. He organized the Moro Bolo
Battalion, active young HMoros ermcd with knives, The Moros
were under their own leaders but were paid by US4FFE. They
had little time for training end when the Japanese landed
in Davao, the Moro force dissolved rapidly. .Many prominent
loros were attached to this group and later became active
in guerrilla effairs in Lanao and Cotabato,

Lt. Col, HEDGES began to organize the Moros in December
1942 - January 1943, He collcctcd most of the former members
of the Bolo Battalion and formed the Maranao Militia Force.
The early leaders of the Moros in guerrilla activities were:
MINDALANO, former member of the Bolo Battalion, a hot tem-
pered young Moro; Busran KALAW of Momungenj Datu LAGUINDAB
of Ganassi; Joseph S:2NGUILLA of Mumay and Medalum; and Datu
BUNTALIS of Masiu.

(Inel 1)

SIFIED



By late 1942 the Moros hed collected a fairly lerge
number of weapons. &fter the surrender they ransacked the
battlefields and waylaid civilians and former USAFFE coldiers
for weapons The threat to the guerrilla organization was
real. The efforts of Busran KALAW, MINDALANO, the Sultan of
Ganessi and many others to bring the Moros into line is a mo-
numental tribute to their respect for the American people.
They were supported in their efforts by very small alloiments
of arms and supplics from the guerrilla headquarters. The
one time location of the District Headguarters inIL'anas -nd
the presence of guerrilla leaders {such as L%t. Col. DULS
and Mr. KUDER) who knew the Moros well, were fortunate in
this connection.

For political reasons the Mararso Militia Foree is maln-
tained as a sepcsratec pert of the i“x,«‘rh Davision,. and
bebly the besu armec single group o gucjrillnc on i
The presert organizaetion and strength of this force
lows:

124th hegt, M, Hq hupagon, Lanao ofp EM

CU: Capt, Macsurog ARUMPAC 36 1,538
126th Regt, MuI®

CO: Haj.

127th hegt, 12

Capt. Hanalao MIEDA

128th Regt, Mf, now sieg

ran KALAW 118 1,124
s now sieging Melabang
LANO 73 788
ng lMalabang

CO: IMaj. Anonngo BLGUI 100 951
129th Legt, MUF, Hq Taraka 7 1,202
1lst Prov. ‘ncgt. 63 92
2nd Prov. kezt, 53 533
2nd, 4th, 6th 8th Separate Battalions al 1,470
5 Separate Companies s 307

Total 557 B,841

Lt., Naguib GUANDY, Chinese-iloro mestizo and pre-war ma-
yor of Melabang, has been responsible for organizing M
resistance south of Malabang on the L'anao coast. lie hs
tected the Christians and has kept on good terrs with %
panese to obtain supplles. KLLAW is a native of I
Lanao, was mayor of Momungan &t ouihreak of the war
ex-provincial treasurer of Lanao. lie is an associt
nOhGIN, and actively resisted the Jepanese since 1O
DALANO is an cx-school inspector, clever and courag:e
hot tempered. He wes the first to fight the Japan
the USAFTF surrender. ALRUMPAC was mayor of Lumbat.
a little politico, & good manager and belongs to the
order., BAGUINDAALI is populer as one of the first lMoru guer-
rilla lezders.

Copy reproduced - 15 Apr 47
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SUBJECT: "Blade Weapons Division"

TO : The Commanding General, AFWESPAC, APO 707. From Co. Wendell
W. Fertig, Det Pat Fitzsimons Cen Hospital, Denver 8, Colorado,

1, Conditions have not changed since I wrote my letter of 28
Mar 46, this same general subject, and I will reiterate the recommenda-
tion contalned in tha* letter (Incl 3)¢ Therefore in my opinion this
group is not entit’ed to r ition for any ectivities following the
organizatmn of tho 10tk Miiitary District on 16 Sept 42, All men who
assisted my wnil after taat dace have been included in regular unit ros-
ters and duly recognizel, Thus the Blade Weapon units are entitled to
no consideration sxcept rer services rendercd between the date of their
organization (about Jan /2) and the date of 16 Sept 42.

2, That period comprises two general but diverse phases. The
first covers the passive and active phase of the Mindanao campaign prior
to the surrender of General Fort and his forces on 29 May 42, During
the invasion period - April 30 - 4 May 42 - while I was actually with
General Fort, he placed great confidence in the help to be gained from
the Blade Weapon units which he had organized. This help was not forth
coming. THEY DID NOTHING TO STOP THE JAF ADVANCE. lihen the debacle
followed after 4 Mey 42, the Moros engaged in wide scalc locting. In
July 42, Lt Col Charles Smith, CE (then a civilian employee of the USED)
stated that General Fort was forced to surrender since his reserve food
stores and ammunition hed been looted by the Lanao Moros, From evidence,
which I believe was conclusive, the Blade Vieapon units contributed
nothing to the resistance cause during this first phases

3. The second phase of inertia that extended from 29 May AR
until 16 Sept 42, was one of quietness except for the continued resisw
tance of Menalao Mandalinao (Now Representative from Lango in the Phil-
ippine Legislature) and his group in conjunction with that of Datu Aguem.
The Japs failed to win this group., In avsust, a company of.Japavese
were wiped out on the east shore of L [ 4
general uprising of the peopls and nct

dence that -he Elade %
resistance movenent, is therefore mecommended thet this ard &ss0cif=
ted units in the nrovince of Lanao de NI recognized.

Wendell W Fertig
Colonel CE

Copy Reproduced = 16 April 1947
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PROTACIO CABIAO

1st Lt Inf,, AUS
Chief, Records Section
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Manila
9 June 1946

WENO for Lt, Col Shaftce, Chief, Guerrilla Affairs Division,
AFYESPAC, on Lanso Guerrilias,

TEE DIAMA ISLAM

s an crganization which deserves considerable credit
for pw-ismg the blg impetus that turned most of t.hn Lanao Foros
against the Jups,

I was in Lerso, with the Moros and the guerrilla movement

o the monunt the Jape invaded IAnaoy hpril 29+30, 1942 up o
Scpt 29. 19/3. I sas never in Japs hands, but had to lauva lanao
Tt buskrarda by subrarin oh Sep 29, 1943, duo to

Hence, B].thn\u,l" I ﬂid nnh ue. thn fights the Diama Islam ru
up, in fact wee about 50 way, still I bad eyoewitn.

et o 1y bt e Gy athmrd a5 cheorved o the wi ole
Frovince rang with the explot of Sept 12, 1942, and how the Me: s
were stirred up erd inspized by ite

Te had been enoounters end anbushes prior
this, e big pitched battle, The spoci o
o e e R
Tade an encruous inpression on everyone including the J
Totelligence 8t that tise inddcated that thoy Sskat o0
sione oz Mindamo, one for Lamao alone and the otker for
2218, T 0o ot SRLCK L Jun Lors wad w1
e clained, for I checked the mumber of cou
tinos with people who comted the corpses at the tima.
1 get most often fron then vas 129 Jeps, and sons Fili
ors by the Japs, who wers esught in the circle
The Moros 814 st bother o coumt thens

Aftor this disaster e Jas borbod tho whale sast o
the Lake, whore the fight o (-r nearly a
Stug 7043 1 1 latee Gatly, otber weist o 1 sldehe
1942, Toe tine they cane with o, Sa0cs troops, in
using the road around the north end o “he leve,

Triy wez saata amacked Ly the Dism yrriors end s
41d mot try %o stand their ground, but fled

".\e'y wero atia
<ho \atter's ammai-
tion Tan low, and vnidl reinforcements camo to ewable thomto rotrest,
The Joros | 105», about, 20 men in this fight and claizod heavy losios

or the Japs, but as the Japs carried them dead and wounded avay, we
had to mxc for cur intelligence in Dansalan (Jap mein garrison) to

Page 1 of Incl 3



report, This report put the Jap total cagvalties at under a hundred,

 the Jags never cang badk, and nover agsin patrclled in the
1nmriar of Lanao, although thoy maintained their garrison at Dansa-
1an by vistus of cm  Blghwey to Tligan, and at Gammasl. by noans of
the Lake, fron Dans

Thus, within £ivo months after Corregidor, the interior country
of Lerao vas freed of the Japs and repeinod free, This was a romsrk=
able achievemont ard is duo largoly to the Diama I

5 it Jeps nover returned they had no more fighting to do,
bt ass 205 1 150 Ials Lo proreut mupiiis fraa resching the fepus

4s the Niam Tslan vas solf-supporting in the vay of food, guns
and smmwitios, mny of iis members found economic pressura oo strong
hence josn.c “he M4 mmac #ilitia Force under Col, Fortig, some momths
later, for the sabs «f boster pay and supplys

Pridc, norhaps alsplaced, kept the othora from Joining ant hold
them to sonéthing of a houe guard organization,

¥ot, 4% mist not bo forgotion that they battled axd bost, the
Japs before Fertig cven sterted, and it must also be runlizoﬂ shat
4 sl e £ o T haticogh asd fight thoy gove tho J
Fortig's initially puny organization would in all Ukclih ~ I’
‘been crushed.

The Diara Islan rendored a real servico,

Thoir loador claims 4,599 men on his Toll. Ferson.ll,

anong themsclves, 1 would cxamine even that figuro with caiioi,

‘bolielo the Diama Islam is ontitled to some rocogrin: m after
caroful investigations

The Bolo Battalion, under Lrsram Kilaw

erstand this outfit clains 43,000 sembors. If such is
thetr clan It 1o the wildost fabeication, 130 Bocail of thin orga-
nisation was in the area along the Dayailan X Lligan -:Ad. If i+ tad
40,000 members why could it B cloco tha! “cad, nor
outpost of 20 ron guarding the Pantas t—idec, whoii Sutwoon 1000 and
So0h piaea. 1elen couia bect tho . Japn sc badi; ‘n *+: Diemals home
territory?

Page 2 of Tnol 3
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Busran Kalaw, the Bolo Battalion leador, may claim credit for
the Diama Islam's exploit at Tamparan. It mey be true that ho was
thore, but his back was to the Japs, and it wag in trying to over-
take him that the Japs ran into the Diama,

Busran never got closer than 5 kms to the Japs, and I never
saw him with as many as 200 men, although I saw him a dozen of times
during the guerrilla times,

There was & real Bolo Battalion organized by General Fort bew
fore the Japs came, April 29-30, 1942, but it nover exceeded 5,000
nen and virtuelly all of those joined the MMF under Fertig,

ort's surrender, to give him credit, Busran Kalaw

up resistance against the Japs, but he had a follow-
ing only his own arca, Baluy, the thinnest populated area of
lanao. He could not possibly have had one thousand men,

It was not until late 1945 and now in 1946 that so many mem-
bers were "enlisted" in their outfit, It has much racketeering in
it, with contributions collected from the members to pay for pre-
paring rosters, giving birthday or baptismal presents to its leaders
and their children, sale of "commisions" etec, As it stands now it
is 99% fake. One of its officers a "major" or "Lt, Col." Bulcg
Mengobara, was actually a dog of the Japanese and guided their pat-
Tols,

I would turn this outfit down, cold and completoly.

Respectfully submitted,

/s/ Edward M. Kuder
Actg, Div, Supt, of Schools for Lanao
ex~Dircctor of Civil Affairs for Lanao under
Col W, W, Fertig

Copy Reproduced - 24 April 1947
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PROTACIO CABIZO
1st Lt Inf,, AUS
Chief, Records Section
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CONTIRRNTTIT.
Subjoct: Bolo Bettelion, History of (Lanso Province)

TO : FPM, Lanso Prov, MFC, P4 - £P0 159

'F'aj_ﬂ“ relicble if not very eccurate story of the history of the
Moro Eolo Dat®glion orgenization in Lanzo, is hcre, submitted by this
section rot fur jealeusy anr selfishness, neither for esggrandizement,
tut as airtelligeice ¢ ion of the Lgency of thc govermment, it will
in some how c any chadow of doutt on the port of the Fhilippine
Govt much the United Cta ter. This story will not ornly help clenr the
doubts of LFAESPLC, but will in ons way guide /FWESPAC to rccompense
Jjustly the very thI‘lOvu.

Some where in the lster pert of Docember 1941, letters from the
Provineisl Governor werc scnt to 2ll Municipel end Municipel District
Yeyors urging each Meyor to orgsnize in their own districts, Voluntoor
Guards. To give more inspiretion znd incentives to accomplish result
to the meximum the order wes propegendized thru out Lanso, that this
Volunteer Cuards is enuncieted by the most Filipino beloved Lote Presi-
dent Manuel L. Quezon. The Volunteer Guerd was very successful.

Then and afterwerd some wherc in the eerlier pert of February 1942,

if not Janvery 1942, Brig Gen Guy O Fort, CO of the 8lst Division
(USLFFE) stetioned in Lenso Province authorized the organization of the
Rolo Battelion. He himself (Gen Fort) teing & good and sincere friend
to the Liarencws for many years went arcund the Moro villages stressing
or the importence of Loyalty to the gov't one owes en allegience. He
himself (Ger Fort) witnessed and even sworned before the Koren (Szcred
Mohemmedsn Ritle) with many leading Datus thet they boing merbers cf the
Bolo Battrlion will, in &ll neans resist the enemy, the Japanese, and
cven sworned thet they (Detus) will never surrender to the Japsnese if
in case the Jepanese might succeed venquishing the USIFFE. Jfgain Mayor-.
(Dlatrlct Meyors) were made immediate londers of- their respective districtss

eny Mayors end Datus werc given shot guns and even spring-field rifles
C.:l 30 M to give them more interest in leading their own people. In the
months of March end ipril, 1542, Wayors especielly of Watu, Tugeye,
Becolod, Medelim, ¥-Camba, Gensssi, Puzles, Taterikan, and Pinidayan were
cech given seven deye to guard at Berorao besch, at Malabeng, Lenao to
wetch ard report immedintely any sign of Jopencse ships seen on tine
Liliena Bey. This was by rotstion. Even teachers headed by their District
supervisor werc one time voluntcered to guard at Barorao.

So fer, every Meyor, was allowed fifty (50) companions, They were
teing trersported there by frmy Trucks purposely designated for use of the
Bolo Bettalion, Officers in the USAFFE essigned by Gen Fort to inspect
end guide the Moro Rolo Bettalion werc Mejor Suarez now Colonel, he is
somewhere in Sulu, 1st Lieut. Memorinte Lao, now Cept, Commending the 64th
MP Co, Lenco Prov, MPC, PL, 3d Lt Nohemad £1i Di Elst Licut, Con-
manding the 69th VP Co, Lenao Prov, MPC, Pi, 3d It sm‘I serial, now
in the 5th Repl Bn end 2d Lt Mcntoycn E'(yolon,, Tharga 1(:51\5 perhep:
do not know ever the number of the Bolo Brtte ivn éhbt’ﬂmgbtheﬁ were
hending the orgenization, Mejor Gebel that wl:b % one a

5
Pr,, 20 AP:L#@D =
P

4

certificate of en individusl recomronded by
merber of the Eolo Bsttalion.

Y
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History of Bolo Pn, Cont!

Now £ comperatively spoeking thers are 33 Municipal
Districts in the provimn of 1A il ey g e the
nonberships for the Bolo Rattalion, Let us take for grented that tho
33 nunicipel districts did unuvnly 1o the ergantztion of tho Bolo
Pattalion opd egoin let us not count that every district Msyor had thoir
£irly mosters! 1106, Lot s even mako 4t 100 Tor each Yeyor or lat v put

4 for 200 br 300 whioh 1s veslly not tho truth, then e 33 Knyors
Rl wi1% 18 Tt iy 500 Poo's cach, thus thore vere 9 500 ey
Now grating that thore wers 9,900 Bolo Lettelion, but during tho
Jepancse invasion betncen baleberg and Gonasei thero wero roughly 60 Yord
Bolo Battalinn rembers prosont, Heyor Susroz hod a personsl knovledge
of thic mmcor for he vas vith them that night of bey, 1st 1942

Agoin when the USAFFE in Lonso surrendered to the Jepanos on the
Btesote  of Wiy 1502 of hia sovel éatlunte of 0,900 Bale Betlalion
somo of thea continued to rosist the ‘enomy called loyel and patr

afreid o the Faraan, soms went: fo the Japanse ss Collsbors mrs, -
of ther bec s DL b mieyes) hz'xiﬂs_, 5
naprers of T e e R part o

“okk 68 aotive teeffickers of whito slavery exd vhile fov i ey
Simepsee: gxiaig i davoiad o farelogs his wip the' trith of sheby
‘tho Bolo Battalicn went end what ea

Those few vho wont to the mountcins continued resisted the eremy did
something very splendid in stirring the minds of the Lanso Moro Public
&0 sention some of 3, thers wero Debt Busrun of Pelo-d, Dutu lhnnhw
Kindslonso of Uya-cn, end Lumbeton, Sulten sa Ganassi the loto i
Diatiin,. 11 atoData Logutodsb ali Gesasot, Duth Aoangao FArmdnl) or
Earain, Detu Beod of Pagelogan, Datu Nelsmit Unpe of Kopategen and some
Tou Dotus of Tampcoan Districts.  Thess Datus mentionsd sbove roclly did
scnething in arousing the people of Lanso, This %os more than 3 months
Bofore the arganisation of the 10tk WD under Gol Pertlg was orgonised ond
more then 6 monthe before the organization of tho 10€wh Division urder
Col Hedges, It is further ststed thet ot Temparan Districts .ier the
Tomperan incident, of Septomber 12, 1942 vhen Jupenese petrol ras wipad out
entirely there wes one group there called Dinms Islam who roal
e Japenese ond until row they aro intact nor they ware rocogn:
guorrillas.

od ag

Above Datus mentioned ofter the 108th Division won orgonised units,
celled the Balo Putialion were indnsted into the IFIP eni thero ma o

oy ﬂucy worc a1 happy betng o1 by Gol Hedgos that they
Ecoone ¢ part of the Dnitod Stetes Army ond whatever previliges given ar
due to kmcrican coldiers ond officers, they sro also entitled. This goos
to say thot the Loyal Bolo Battalion that romsined in the mountains becemo
tho nuéleus of the Lanso Guerrilleros, .lmost 95% of the Bolo Battalion
becanme the Lonao Guerrilleros under the 108th Division who vore long time
processed by tho 8th fruy. The only outfit that did mot submit for pro-
cossing because thoy were not Tecognized wos the Dien Telsm,

Lest ¥ay 1945, Mayor Navarro pector General of the 10th MD hud e
complete cnd cerroot list of tho s am:nulum Ke got more than
8,000 zon both officors and EMi This was the whole M (Mranam Militia

Forc:) plready recognized by the 8th Army binte 17 Aprn 45. This story
s speaking of the resl comperison end & trith thot of the more than ,
8,000 Matcnaos recognized guerrilleros which then 95% or 90% of thom wore
ths members of the Bolo Enﬂ.elion could be considered'Bolo Bn members
from Fobruory 1942 up 1& the time they were inducted o the ISFIP by the
108th pivision.  Now take 1t 9000 o ogtimte the Diaus Islan meko then
e Righcet catineto. thet wiiL onty being 12,000,
christtnn Guerrillercs of Lapso meke thom 4,000 or mere and Lnnaa w;ll
have about 17,000,

-2
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The cmsmn Guorrilleros genuincd ot that organized by Morgen ere
not, counted hero

ive more support for this story ¥r. Fdmerd K. Kuder the only
e R e Maranaws in the mountains in 1942 can slso be asked.

Homever, for the present submitted stre RBolo Pattalion

ength of
tho AFTESPAC thore wore those nemos found in tho dd“u‘mt 108th pivision
for they verc elthor ufficore or EM in that out

CPERLTIVE
#1

P. 8.

ard crders, £

ANt fated o roporte a2 latoronts
eni enten 3 1245 eunrittod Bolo In, Fouters ura n

16 ho rabtors GF $ho 1r non in the Tilee of s Gatyoot 108 Divieion,
10th 1D, Great Anorally.

Yote Operative #1 ist

Lo e
Dept

of

0y 1%, aria, PuL.

Cepy Reproduceds 15 Werch 47
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G-3. GUERRILLA AFFAIRS DIVISION

FIE No. _ 3% 4 LR RO

NOE SLIP

NAYE OF UNIT _ COMPANY "J", 3rd Bn, IMS, FBBU, U.
C. O. OF UNIT _BOTAWAN LOMABAO

OVEPALL COMAND Lenso Militery Sector (FEWD)

GECGRAFHICAL LOCATION _ Bsnsa_ysn} Gate, Leneo, Mindanao
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STATES ARMY FORCES IN TIR Pii.h‘m"

-

A5 OF WIDNIGED 15 JUIV 142

n nd ,8 / /? BANSAVAN, GATA, LANAO

(Station)

(Date)

The. following roster consisting of five (5) sheets contuins the nanes of &1l
0fficers ond Enlistedmen of this orgenization, end the names of thoge sfbsched
therato ag well zs those who have been transferred, dischersed or otherwise separsted

therefrom since the dnte of the
Taless otherwiss sat opposite his
at the station irdicsted

RD_LIMITRVANTS:

1.

Botawan Lemabao, CO

ahove,

PRIVATES, Conmt'd,

s

laat orzenizatiiopal roeter,
auch officer =nd en) ispedmen is rraesnt
G i

Sizpature)

BOTAWAN IQMABAQ -
(Typewritben names )

5rd Lisutenant, FRRU
Command ing

PRIVATES, Contrd,

£, Malenzas Sanzcopan, EO 8, Binstera Bagonot
3, Macalszgur Abdela; JO 9, Baro ¥engomlato
4, Sgugeerola Barezer, JO 10, Ceontongan Beontonz
5, Patok Ilian, JO 11, Mskaolinz Nalang Sangka Gor
FIRSD SERGE, 12, 1 n Tuano 61, Mosor Olamu
+ Diber 13, Hacatanto Lonodag 32, Pangendag Antangen
SERGRANTS: 14, Andig Abdul Tewpntewan Bicon
T, Mameilso Bainte 15, Tusn Bslintao Linor Barazer
2, Wasbod Bandas 16, Molo Isedat « Ssmaona Daro
3y Dimero D ionekat 17, Borirswah Imungka
4, Rumagan Barazsr 18, Lipong Malimgss
5, Tago Gagand iran 19, Kemedeo Tiboron 3
20. Ginungko Ksolod 88 DoumTayE
21, Mecebuat Mont 70. ko 1
7L, Kalid Dimeping
Conderssn Bindas k. 72 Rumbabek Lanodag
4, Kecadindang Domaraye 24, Bazuan Manongksrs 73, Marieno Londi
5. }arentl pomeraye kerinpes Polaos 74, Kasim Asum
8. Likawat Gandemeto Varsnd ang ¥akod 75, Kondarasn yMolo
7. Toki Barazar Mebasok Pandmopan 76, Mana Tanbilawan
8, Wrnaros Talon Bendirs Mond svo 7. Kosne Musnar
9. Kosns Otto Pekotil pime 78, Camid Imem
10, Macsbuntal Bandas Tinoz poms 79, Carbeg Mecedaag
11, Dimaipung Eecalanbos Dirdmbangan Maonti 80. Mecelampot Imba
12, Mzeesind 11 Wangensan Tesonding MWakabinta 81, Dimsgindil Wenganssn
PRIVATES FIRST CIASS: Mangornal Punpsr 82, Mekelindong Moro
1. Tombeko Barszer 34, Tardong Sandad 8%, Memelo Rambanzo
24 Mokamed Reoch %5, Telomm Dal az 84, Alibssa Tameno
B3, Mamaonti Bilao 36, Tangkolo Mod ior B85, Tawnntawen Balindong
4, Mangontra yinar 37, Mama Josce 86, Iemoil Pengonotan
5, Alapa Cano 28, Medayeo Redin
6y Adiki Gomempongd B39, Wimbatua Ada
75 Giwa Moro 40, Minivizi Immong
8. Pananbolang Domato 41, Panzilsmun Gampong
9. Gagil Malako 42, Tawagun M fknal
10, ¥oksram Pangonti 43. Tueno Malaatao
11,Tondogen Kanardo 44, Tingsraasn Galing o
12, Camid yans 45, Dilabakeun Pagsbanzan X
13, Putumos Msmailso 46, Dilinogun TemDeran
14, Punlecdaya Langkap 47, Somiringen Tempi
FRIVATES: 48, Disengkopen gangcopan
s Mamailap 0lo 49, Dinspingun Makedesg
2, D fmneng Olsma 50. Dako pomeraya
3. Lomondot Antsnzan 51, Malisum Mecodampat
4, Putumos Bako 52, Manumbilao Domelug
15, Dimsckor Minelgng 53, Abdul Lsndong
/6, ¥adater Dero 54, Lamintas Baroba
7. Bagonti Ors 55. Abdul Mama

56. Mamundug Pido
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SRS I.M IH.E'ARY SECTR

MONPHLY ROST S A T‘to&s
Lnrn 00, D B8 gﬁ!

cBmILYAN} GATA, mg AS QF‘QEN'M ""LAUGNT ‘4n
!Orq,lnjzut'f&) (Date

(Station)
phe following roster consisting of Tiys (:8) uhmsts oanh‘l.ns Al faas of a1l
Offfcars mrl Enlistedman of this Orzsnization, wmd the 'nsmes of those attached
thereto as well-as thoee vho heve besn tz-mrsrrod G4gcharged ,or otherwise snparatsi
thera?ton since the daks of the lash monthly rostasr,
Unless otherwise set opbosite ris/n):} enc‘ﬂ cr/.ice* ead enlistndmn is preserv{'
ot the station iniiceted sbove:

_OF OFPI

V g .4 V]
. = . YEOUAiAN. LOfBAO
(S iznature) (Typevritten Name) - o5
2nd Listitenmt, FEEU
Oomm and 4ng
£1D LIMUPENANTS: i
1, Botswan Tomabszo, 00 FRIVATES, Conttd. PRIVATES, Contitd.
2. Malangas Sgngcopan, EQ 8: Binstare Bedonot 157D lemaro D longke}
D _LIUT TANT S 8y BEro Mahzom ato 5! Wanskodd Geroy

I, Maccdegan Abdale, JO

Caontonzsn Baontione

2, Sengcarpls Barazar, JO

8, Patok Ilign, JO

FRST SERGEANT:
s Dibareton Bandes
SERGEANT S}
1, Manailao Beinte
2, Mespbol Bardas
%y Dimero Dionglet
4, Rumezan Barazsr
S Tage Gazandiren
CORP R ALS:

1. Menelocon Mecatangkon

2. Piping Banszar
+ 8 Condarasn Bamiss

4, Weoedihdang Domerays

Se:Maranti Domarsys
6, Likawst Gand smato
%4 Toki Barazer
8, Menaros Talon
9, Kogne Otto
10, Baceburtal Bendse
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